Squamous cell carcinoma arising on a skin graft 64 years after primary injury.
Malignant degeneration of a chronic wound is often described by the term, Marjolin's ulcer. We present a case of a squamous cell carcinoma that developed in a patient 64 years after the initial injury during World War II. Tissue contusion and detachment required repeated surgery and full skin grafting in several hospitals. The patient had a persistent ulcer in the right popliteal region for the last 3 years. Excisional biopsy in our department showed a bifocal low-grade invasive squamous cell carcinoma of the skin. Because of extensive inflammation and previous scar formation it was difficult to determine the status of the surgical margins. Therefore, we proceeded with amputation at the right thigh. Some 6 months after surgery the general condition of the patient remains excellent.